WEATHER
High Low
80° 1 58°

Today’s forecast
Early spring’s snows will
tumn into a misty,
faraway memory.
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MORE NEWS

» CAPITAL REGION: A fire at
an apartment complex in
Rotterdam ousts more than
30 residents, but no one is
seriously hurt./B1

» EMPIRE STATE: Good
government groups report they
found more than 160 instances
of business donations to 2006
political campaigns that
exceeded state limits./A3

VY NATION: A new poll shows
a majority of Americans don’t
believe America’s presence in
Irag can prevent civil war or
stop terrorism at home./A4

How much people say they would be
bothered if the United States was
viewed as having lost the war in Iraq:

0,
Aot
- Moderately
N
Not much
2% No opinion

Source: USA TODAY/Gallup Poll of 1,010
people taken Friday-Sunday. Margin of
error: £3 percentage points.

GANNETT NEWS SERVICE

» CAPITAL REGION: Like the
swallows at Capistrano, the
geese are returning to Scotia.
But they won’t be as welcome;
volunteers prepare to chase
them out of the village./B1

» BUSINESS: Officials from
New York universities and
businesses play pitchmen for
the state’s biotech sector at a
Boston convention./E1

» SPORTS:
Revisiting Billie
Jean King,
and a time
when
athletes
spoke up.
/C1

Region’s annual rite of spring

A boom of blooms

M Brilliant rainbows of color
herald the arrival of Albany’s
annual Tulip Festival. The festival
starts Friday, and we’ve got

all you need to get ready for

the flower-themed spring fling.

» Coming Thursday
See a schedule of
this weekend’s
entertainment,

plus interviews with
Chris Botti and the
Cinematics in Preview.

PHOTOS BY PAUL BUCKOWSKI/TIMES UNION

» Coming Saturday

After poring over

many entries, the
Times Union tulip photo
contest winners will

be announced in the
LifeeStyle section.

A THE WEATHER is expected to
cooperate during Albany’s Tulip
Festival, which starts Friday and
features thousands of blooms.

<« NATE BUCCIERI of Albany and
Liana Martino of Ballston Lake
lounge amid the tulips Tuesday in
Albany’s Washington Park.

timesunion.com

POST YOUR own tulip photos
online at http://timesunion.com/
yourphotos.
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Clerk
spurs
plot
case

Report of suspect video
leads to 6 arrests in plan
to slaughter troops

in attack on Fort Dix

By WAYNE PARRY
Associated Press

FORT DIX, N.J. — Ever since
Sept. 11, US. authorities have
asked the public to be vigilant,
urging, “If you see something, say
something.”

In January 2006, a store clerk in
New Jersey saw something. A
group of men had brought him a
video showing them firing assault
weapons and chanting, “God is
Great!” in Arabic. They wanted
him to transfer the footage onto a
DVD.

So he said something, calling
the Mount Laurel Police Depart-
ment, who in turn contacted the
FBL

Within months, the FBI had
managed to infiltrate the group
with two informants, according to
court documents.

And thus began the downfall of
one of the most thoroughly infil-
trated and documented group of
terrorism suspects in recent his-
tory — six men who were charged
Tuesday with plotting to slaughter

Please see FORT A7 »

P Military
Reservation

Source: ESRI ASSOCIATED PRESS

SHAD SEASON IN WORDS AND IMAGES

Fish and fishermen alike can’t resist the call

Practitioners of Hudson River
tradition have dwindled to a hardy
few, but hardy they remain

By FRED LeBRUN
Staff writer

teve Nack eased his aluminum boat

under the railroad bridge between the

snug harbor and open water. Before us
was the mighty Hudson atslack tide, one of the
best shad fisheries in America.

“This,” he said, opening hisarms toa
breathtaking view of the distant Catskills, “is
what brings me out here.”

"That, and a Captain Ahab-like obsession for
catchingiridescent American shad in great
numbers.

Four of us were in the boat: me; Nack;
retired Maple Hill social studies teacher Jerry
Leggieri, who serves as his tireless assistant;
and Times Union photographer Paul
Buckowski. Nack takes May off from his day

GO

ONLINE

to see a photo
slide show of shad
fishermen on the
Hudson at http://
timesunion.com.

-
)

<« STEVE NACK,
right, and Jerry
Leggieri pull fish
out of their gill nets
while trolling for
American shad on
the Hudson.

PAUL BUCKOWSKI/TIMES UNION

rowing,” he said. “There was always

Conservation District to keep alive a way of life
something.”

he learned from his father, the late, legendary

commercial shad fisherman Everett Nack. There’s little romance to commercial shad

fishing. Itis continuous, backbreaking work
that gets everyone in the boat up close and

“When I'was too young to remember how
old I'was, I'wasin the boat with my father doing

Senate slams Spitzer
school reform plan

Districts aren’t ready
for changes mandated
along with extra state
funds, senator says

By RICK KARLIN
Staff writer

ALBANY — A key component
of Gov. Eliot Spitzer’s school re-
form package is under attack in the
state Senate amid claims that it
would micromanage some success-
tul school districts and rush those
districts into changes for which
they haven’t had time to plan.

At issue is the Contract for
Excellence program, under which
56 school districts statewide are
slated to receive an approximately
10 percent boost, or an extra $15
million in aid. But they also must
enact changes in their programs.

they were going to be slammed by
this Contract for Excellence,” said
Sen. Stephen Saland, R-Pough-
keepsie.

Saland, who heads the Senate’s
Education Committee, wants the
districts to keep the extra money
but says the prescribed changes,
which could include longer school
days or years and smaller class
sizes, should be held off for a year to
allow districts to put the plans in
place.

Not everyone is happy with
Saland’s proposal, which passed
60-0 in the Senate on Monday and
would apply to all the contract
districts except for Syracuse,
Rochester, Buffalo, Yonkers and
New York City.

“The state of New York is about
to give these districts enormous
increases,” said Michael Davoli,
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