
Senate slams Spitzer
school reform plan
Districts aren’t ready
for changes mandated
along with extra state
funds, senator says

By RICK KARLIN
Staff writer

A LBA  N  Y — A key compo nent
o  f Go v. E lio  t Spit ze r’s sch ool re-
fo rm pack ag  e is und er a tta ck in the
s tate Se nate ami  d cl aims t hat it
w oul  d mi cro man age s ome succe ss -
f ul s cho ol d istr ict  s an  d rus h t hose
d istr ict  s into ch ang es fo r wh ich
t hey ha v en’  t ha  d tim e t  o pl an.

At issu e i  s th  e Co ntr act for
Exc el len ce pr ogr am, und er wh ich
56 sch ool dis tri cts s tate wide are
s la te d to rec eive a  n ap p roxim a tely
1  0 perc en  t bo ost, o  r an ext ra $15
mi lli on in aid. But the  y al so m ust
e nac  t ch ang es in th eir prog rams .

‘ ‘They had no r eas on t  o ex pect

t hey were goin g t  o be slam me  d by
t his Con tra ct fo r Exc el len ce, ’’ sai d
Se n. St ephen Sal and  , R-P oug h-
ke eps ie.

S ala nd, w ho h ea ds t he S ena te’s
E duc ati on C om m itte e, wan ts t he
d istr ict  s to kee  p th  e ex tra mon ey
b ut sa ys t he pr escr ibed c ha nge s,
wh ich cou ld in cl ude lo nge r s cho ol
day s or years and smal le  r cl ass
s iz es, shoul  d b  e he ld o ff fo r a year to
al lo  w dist ri cts t  o pu  t th  e pla ns in
p lace .

N ot ev eryo ne is happy wi th
S ala nd’s propo sal , wh ich pas sed 
60-0 in the Sen ate o  n Mon day an d
w oul  d app ly t  o al  l th  e co ntr act
d istr ict  s exc ept for Syr acu se,
R ochest er, Buf falo  , Yo nke rs an d
N ew Y ork Cit y.

‘ ‘The sta te o  f Ne  w Yo rk i  s ab out
t  o gi ve t hes  e dist ri cts en ormou s 
in cr eases ,’’ said Mic hae  l Da vol i,

Please see S CHOOL SA7 ?

Fish and fishermen alike can’t resist the call
Practitioners of Hudson River
tradition have dwindled to a hardy
few, but hardy they remain

By FRED LeBRUN
Staff writer

S te ve Nack ea sed h is al umin um b oat
u nder the railr oa  d br idge bet we en t he
s nug har bor an d ope n wat er  . Bef ore us

w as t he m ighty Huds on a  t sl ack tide, on  e o  f the
best sh ad f is h eri es in Am eri ca.

‘ ‘This ,’’ h  e sa id, ope nin g h is ar ms t  o a
b re ath tak ing vie  w of the dis tan  t Ca tsk ill s, ‘ ‘is
wha t b ri n gs me out he re. ’’

Tha t, and a C  ap tain Ah ab- like ob ses si on fo r
c atc hin  g ir ides cen  t Am eri can sha  d in gre at
nu mbe rs.

F our o  f us wer  e in the boa t: me; Na ck;
r etir ed Map le Hi ll soc ial st udi es te ac her Jer ry
L eggi eri  , wh  o se rve  s as his tire less assist an t;
an d T ime  s Un ion phot ogr aphe r P aul
B ucko wski  . Na ck t akes May of  f fr om h is day
j ob w ith the Co l umb ia C oun ty S oil and

C onserv ati on D istr ict to kee  p al ive a w  ay o  f li fe
he lear ne  d fr om h is fa th er, the late , lege ndar y
com merc ial sh ad f is h erm an E ver ett Nack.

‘ ‘Wh en I was too young to re me mbe  r how
o ld I was  , I w  a  s i  n th  e bo at w ith m  y fat her doin g
wha tev er h ad t  o be don  e — th rowin g o ut n et,

row ing, ’’ h  e sa id. ‘ ‘The re w as al wa ys
s ome thin g. ’’

T he re’  s li ttle rom ance to comm ercial sh ad
f ish ing  . It is cont inu ous  , ba ckb r eak ing work
t hat get  s ev eryo ne in th  e bo at u  p cl ose an d

Please see S HADA8 ?

Clerk
spurs
plot
case
Report of suspect video
leads to 6 arrests in plan
to slaughter troops
in attack on Fort Dix

By WAYNE PARRY
Associated Press

F ORT D IX, N.J  . — Ev er s ince
Sep t. 11, U. S. a uth ori ties have
as ke  d th  e pu bli  c to b  e vi gi l ant,
u rgi ng, ‘ ‘If you se  e som eth ing  , say
s ome thin g. ’’

I  n Jan uary 2006, a sto re cl er  k in
N ew J ersey sa  w som eth ing  . A
g roup of men had brou ght h im a
v ideo showin g t hem fir ing assau lt
w eap ons an d c han ting, ‘‘ God is
G re at! ’’ i  n Ara bic. Th ey w an ted
h im t  o tra nsfe  r th  e fo otage onto a
D VD.

S  o he said som eth ing  , cal lin g
t he Mou nt L aur el P oli ce Dep ar t-
me nt, who i  n tu rn con ta cte  d the
FB I. 

Wi th in mo nth s, t he F BI h ad
m anage d t  o inf ilt rate th  e group
w ith two infor mant s, a cco rdin g to
c our  t do cume nts.

A nd t hus beg an t he dow nfal l of
o ne o  f the mos  t tho roug hly infil -
t ra te d an d d ocum en ted group of
te rr ori sm sus p e cts in rece nt his-
t ory — s  ix men who wer  e ch arg ed
T uesday wi th pl ott ing to s lau ghter

Please see F ORT A7 ?

? Coming Saturday
After poring over 
many entries, the 
Times Union tulip photo 
contest winners will 
be announced in the 
Life•Style section.

A boom of blooms
X Brilliant rainbows of color 
herald the arrival of Albany’s 
annual Tulip Festival. The festival 
starts Friday, and we’ve got 
all you need to get ready for
the flower-themed spring fling.

? Coming Thursday
See a schedule of 
this weekend’s 
entertainment, 
plus interviews with 
Chris Botti and the 
Cinematics in Preview.

Region’s annual rite of spring

> STEVE NACK,
right, and Jerry
Leggieri pull fish
out of their gill nets
while trolling for
American shad on
the Hudson.

GO
ONLINE
to see a photo
slide show of shad
fishermen on the
Hudson at http://
timesunion.com.

L I FE • FAMILY Parents Panel: Writing a will without the dread/D1 ?
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WEATHER
High Low

80° 58°
Today’s forecast
Early spring’s snows will

turn into a misty,

faraway memory.

Details/B2

M O R E  N E W S
? CAPITAL REGION: A fire at
an apartment complex in
Rotterdam ousts more than
30 residents, but no one is
seriously hurt./B1

? EMPIRE STATE: Good
government groups report they
found more than 160 instances
of business donations to 2006
political campaigns that
exceeded state limits./A3

/ NATION: A new poll shows
a majority of Americans don’t
believe America’s presence in
Iraq can prevent civil war or
stop terrorism at home./A4

? CAPITAL REGION: Like the
swallows at Capistrano, the
geese are returning to Scotia.
But they won’t be as welcome;
volunteers prepare to chase
them out of the village./B1

? BUSINESS: Officials from
New York universities and
businesses play pitchmen for
the state’s biotech sector at a
Boston convention./E1

? SPORTS:
Revisiting Billie
Jean King,
and a time
when
athletes
spoke up.
/C1

PHOTOS BY PAUL BUCKOWSKI/TIMES UNION

> NATE BUCCIERI of Albany and
Liana Martino of Ballston Lake
lounge amid the tulips Tuesday in
Albany’s Washington Park.

S H A D  S E A S O N  I N  W O R D S  A N D  I M A G E S

PAUL BUCKOWSKI/TIMES UNION

POST YOUR own tulip photos
online at http://timesunion.com/
yourphotos.

commun i t i e sUPCOMING
Support your favorites

with the Best of the

Capital Region ballot.
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Team effort
Middle schoolers join RPI

students to put engineering

skills to work. Plus: Pro-Life

Council honors student essayists./B3

. THE WEATHER is expected to
cooperate during Albany’s Tulip
Festival, which starts Friday and
features thousands of blooms.

How much people say they would be
bothered if the United States was
viewed as having lost the war in Iraq:

Source: USA TODAY/Gallup Poll of 1,010
people taken Friday-Sunday. Margin of
error: ±3 percentage points.
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